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FOUR YEAR GRADUATION RATE RISES AS DROPOUT RATE FALLS

Class of ’05

(01 Cohort)
Class of ’06

(02 Cohort)

Class of ’07

(03 Cohort)

Class of ’08

(04 Cohort)

62.7

NYS 4-Year Rate NYS 4-Year Rate w/ August (NY State reports graduation rates as of both June and August, 

including summer graduates, for the most recent cohort only.)

Notes: The NY State method, used since 2005, includes Local and Regents Diplomas and all disabled students. It does not include GEDs and            

Special Education diplomas. Beginning with the Class of 2009, students must pass 2 out of 5 Regents with a 65 or above to receive a Local Diploma.

Class of ’09

(05 Cohort)
Class of ’05

(01 Cohort)

Class of ’06

(02 Cohort)

Class of ’07

(03 Cohort)

Class of ’08

(04 Cohort)

Class of ’09

(05 Cohort)

NY STATE CALCULATION METHOD

2005-2009

(Excludes August 

Graduates)

+ 27%

2005-2009 

- 46%

22.0 18.5 15.8 13.5 11.8

The percentage of students graduating from NYC schools climbed 2.6 points between 2008 and 2009 

and 12.5 points between 2005 and 2009. The dropout rate decreased by 1.7 points between 2008 and 

2009 and by 10.2 points between 2005 and 2009.
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AFTER REMAINING NEARLY FLAT FOR 10 YEARS, NYC’S 

GRADUATION RATE HAS INCREASED BY 33% SINCE 2002

Percent of Students in a Cohort Graduating from High School in 4 Years

Class of

Notes: NYC traditional calculation includes Local and Regents Diplomas, GEDs, Special Education diplomas, and August graduates. It does not 
include disabled students in self-contained classrooms or District 75 students. The NYS calculation, used since 2005, includes Local and Regents 
Diplomas and all disabled students. It does not include GEDs and Special Education diplomas. 

1992-2002

+ 0%

2005-2009

State Method: 

+ 27%

2002-2009 

+ 33%

NYC Calculation Method NY State Calculation Method
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16.6 15.4 15.6 15.5 14.4

30.0 33.7 37.1
40.9 44.6

Local Diploma
In order to receive a Local Diploma, a student must  

earn a 65 or above on 2 out of 5 Regents exams 

and a 55 or above on 3 other Regents exams.  

MORE STUDENTS ARE EARNING REGENTS AND ADVANCED REGENTS 

DIPLOMAS AFTER FOUR YEARS

Class of ’05

(2001 Cohort)

Class of ’06

(2002 Cohort)

Class of ’07

(2003 Cohort)

Class of ’08

(2004 Cohort)

Percent of Students in a Cohort Graduating from High School in 4 Years
(excluding August graduates)

Class of ’09

(2005 Cohort)

Graduation Rate = 59.0 
Graduation Rate = 56.4 

Graduation Rate = 52.8 

Graduation Rate = 49.1 
Graduation Rate = 46.5 

NY STATE CALCULATION METHOD

Regents Diploma
In order to receive a Regents diploma, a student 

must  earn a 65 or above on 5 Regents exams.
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White Students

05     06     07     08     09

Asian Students Hispanic Students Black Students

GRADUATION RATE CONTINUES TO INCREASE FOR ALL ETHNICITIES  

Percent of Students in a Cohort Graduating from High School in 4 Years

80.1

55.9
57.8

76.5

NY STATE CALCULATION METHOD

NYS 4-Year Rate NYS 4-Year Rate w/ August
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NEW YORK CITY MAKES GREATER GAINS THAN

REST OF NY STATE AND OTHER LARGE NY CITIES

Class of ’05

(01 Cohort)

Class of ’06

(02 Cohort)

Class of ’07

(03 Cohort)
Class of ’08

(04 Cohort)

Notes: The NY State method, used since 2005, includes Local and Regents Diplomas and all disabled students. It does not include GEDs and            

Special Education diplomas.

Class of ’09

(05 Cohort)

Percentage of Graduates
NY STATE CALCULATION METHOD

2008-2009 Gains 2005-2009 Gains

New York City + 2.6 pts +12.5 pts

Big 4 - 1.1 pts + 2.4 pts

Rest Of State + 0.4 pts + 2.3 pts

50.3 49.2

56.4

49.1
46.5

52.8

59.0

80.479.8 80.079.078.1

46.945.646.8

Big 4 
(Buffalo, Syracuse,      

Yonkers, and Rochester)  

NYC

Rest Of State

(NY State –NYC-Big 4)

2005-2009 

Increase

Rest of State: 3%

NYC: 27%

Big 4: 5%
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Local Diploma

Still Enrolled

MORE STUDENTS ARE EARNING REGENTS AND ADVANCED REGENTS 

DIPLOMAS AFTER FOUR YEARS

Regents Diploma

Class of ’09

(2005 Cohort)

NY STATE CALCULATION METHOD

Advanced Regents Diploma

Dropped Out

Graduated: 59.0 %

Dropped Out

Still Enrolled

Class of ’05

(2001 Cohort)

Dropped Out

Still Enrolled

Graduated: 46.5 %

Student Outcomes for 2001 Cohort and 2005 Cohort by Percent of Total Cohort 
(Excluding August Graduates)
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Cohort

Five-Year Graduation Rate Six-Year Graduation Rate

5- AND 6-YEAR GRADUATION RATES ALSO CONTINUE TO INCREASE

Percent of Students in a Cohort Graduating from High School in 5 and 6 Years

NY STATE CALCULATION METHOD

2003 
Cohort

2002 
Cohort

2001 
Cohort

2004 
Cohort

2003 
Cohort

2002 
Cohort
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40.1
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13.1 11.9
9.6 7.4 5.9
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Asian Students Hispanic Students

Percentage of Graduates Percentage of Dropouts

By Ethnicity

FOUR YEAR GRADUATION RATE RISES AS DROPOUT RATE FALLS

Black Students White Students

Graduation Rate Graduation Rate w/ August Graduates
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57.8
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Percentage of Graduates Percentage of Dropouts
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FOUR YEAR GRADUATION RATE RISES AS DROPOUT RATE FALLS

Graduation Rate Graduation Rate w/ August Graduates

English Language Learners

17.1
18.5 18.3

22.5
24.7

34.3

27.6

22.9
21.6 21.0

Students with Disabilities

26.6 26.5
22.7

25.1

35.8 39.7

30.6 31.3 29.3

21.7
19.4

44.4
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Percentage of Graduates Percentage of Dropouts Percentage of Graduates Percentage of Dropouts


